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Qtatcmcnt by Rep. Jim Lea oh (R-IAj 
At the Joint Hearing 
On Booworoft Mloolon to C hinn 
Doc. 13. 1989 



Mr. Cixolnrum, first let mo express my thanks for your extending 
the courtesy of allowing a minority chosen witness, Professor Barnett. 
to testify. Aa the Committee know*, Doak Barnett la one of America's 
loading sinoioguto. 

Mr. Chfllrmnn. no political party, no phlloflophlcal grouping has 
a monopoly on i.a<y£nst.'on, Tbr conservative wing of the Republican 
Party, the liberal -wing of the Democratic Party, the moderate center 
have reflected imanlmous appall at the indefensible suppression of 
democratic: dloocat by the current government in Beijing 

What la at issue today, however, lo not a question of indignation, 
but of Judgment — how America can play a constructive role hi 
moderating Chinese policies and liberalizing Chinese institutions, if the 
history of the past several decades Is a guide, almost every U.B. effort 
to isolate China has accentuated xenophobic nationalism on the 
mainland. On the other hand, almost every U.S. step toward 
constructive dlaloguo with Beijing haa been mot with a liberalised 
response. 

This Congreso and this Administration have no Intention of 
kowtowing to illegitimate Chinese actions. This Congreso and this 
Administration, however, have on obligation to the Chinese people to 
take whatever otops that stand the best chance of lifting their 
government's yoko of political oppression. 

In the fi vpl measure, the high-visibility gambit of General Bcowcroft 
and Secretary Eagleburger may bo considered a test of the efficacy of 
outside parties helping extricate a proud nation from an embarrassing 
corner. President Bush is prudentlally betting that an historically 
xenophobic China is more likely to temper its otridency at home and 
abroad if it isn't perceived to be capitulating to the pressure of foreign 

Here It must be otresoed that the only political system that fits 
economic free enterprise is political free expression reflected in 
governmental institutions of, by, and for the people. Advancing freely 
associated economic ties with the West has only one political side 
effect: it builds bridgea to democracy. Isolating China economically 
runs a far Creator risk of assuring oppression than advancing 
democracy. 

In moot circumstances in international affairs it lo preferable to 
have open covenants openly arrived at. On rare occasions, however, 
administrations reflect rare wisdom by refusing to articulate on their 
own behalf all the reasons for all the policies for which they are 
responsible. Tho very nature of today's Chinese conundrum makec 
restraint — Le.. public innrticulaUon — a greater virtue than self-serving 
rationalisations. Tet this Congress must take notice that this President 
Is not risk-aTnroo, that, ha is prepared to lead America according to a 
strong vision — even if his leadership brooks certain criticism. 

Alas, partisan confrontation hao again ourfaoed in U.B. policies 
toward China, but loot there be doubt, it should be emphasised that 



thia Urno it In the Democratic Party that appearn to nrefer M, n | nrt i,.t 



My own viow is thmt fjlven the enormity of the chamj* i 

low-key professional to oooupy the White Honno. in terma Tof the 
ooUapte of conunu^im b Eastern Europe and our warming relations 
^th Mosoow, thi. President is sending a signal thnt, while the UnUod 
Gtatea ia the world's rtreatest military power and preeminent oymbol of 
Wn^JfT; ■ P»«VOf aolne-it-^ono is fraught ^Td^/e^eitLer 
becoming Eclated ourselves or seeking a p cr iloua Isolation of others. 

Aa the British hUtorian B.H. Llddell Hart noted: "Never comer an 
opponent, and always aaaiot him to cave hla face. Put yourself in hla 

m£ C *V" 512? t0 Be ° thlo * e ^ufih hlo eyes. Avoid a elf- ritfhteouaneso 
liho the dovU - nothing oo oelf-bllndlnfl." ^ 

It U ironic how liberal* for ^rent;- ye*xt iu.jl«f«d o? the wisdom of 
public recognition _of Mao Zedong's China and now object to Bcrious 
quiet discussions with Dentf Xlaoping'o government. The government of 
It St P bJ P &5S. be OPPrC " lv °' tack d«»«»Uc legitimacy, but 

It is also ironio how thoce liberal* who've preined bo assiduously for 
fT?*,?, 0 ? 1 * 01 ^ W.B-BoTiet relation!; for consultation La 7 
fhl'Tv ^ m ° t t ? "J* 1101 ": «"d for undemanding in U.B.-relntlons with 
the full diversity of nationo in Latin America, appear in thin instance to 
prefer a posture of rhetorical belligerency toward a forrni^leTu^ear 
power rather than firm, principled dialogue. 

In thla context, several observations are in order: 

Firot, given the concern of Congress for lecurity of the atatc of 
Israel, it ohould be noted that the day after General Scowcroft left 
wftt pm™" ha ^ n fl rfl i aed "^mely important nonprollferaUon issues 

^ ° . 0 , eal0r lcQde " hI P< th « Chinese Foreign Ministry publicly 
declared that it would not sell medium range M-9 rni«sllea to Syria 

Second given the concern of Congreoi for American negative 
balancB of trade, the obvious demands underlining: no reaponalble 
American leader can believe that our national economic interest.* are 
Borved by waging psychological siege warfare with a stubborn and 
Bcncooent Chinese leadorahip. 

^i" 1 ^; Sl J° n conccrn of Congress for Asian regional issues, 
particularly Korea and Cambodia, no responsible solution is likely 
without a constructive Washington-Bering dialogue. 

, . J^* Chaifman. theoe ore all compelling concerns and reaaono for 
hJ^jh-levol U.S. consultations with China, consultations which I am 

rlMM fi™* lCi J n **** Andc,n flId * °y ethical profenBionah, who 
roflcctod firm American concerns and solid American values. 

th. ^^^/!^ Ca i tl7 J , modCrat ; B ° Ver cou "° of nest year, 
^Im « r 11 i b0 ^^"ted: ^ not, the Administration runo the risk 
il l^ " h ° lplnS t0 le fi ldm ^° * Io » than legitimate rC gj£ e 

the ^°«; r B JU . dai ?* nt MO '°^ ^ r0ndor > a »™ President has within 
the Hope of a single year firmly ensconsed himself * D the central 
pUyer in leading the West toward a now security dialogue with the 

o^oleti* IVT *T C t « iC dU JS*» ^ C^'^rnet^eco^omic 
SSeSSl^n^ d * T * l0pln * WOrld ' Ju ^«ti ~r bn in question, but 
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